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DRT’S COMMITMENT
TO BETTER DECISION-MAKING
In today’s fast-paced logistics and transportation industry, 
accessing and utilizing data quickly is crucial for making informed 
decisions and maintaining a competitive edge. At DRT, we 
recognize the importance of data-driven decision-making and are 
committed to empowering our employees with better data access. 
This initiative is designed to streamline operations, improve 
efficiency, and enhance customer satisfaction.

Why Enhanced Data Access Matters
Data is the lifeblood of modern logistics. Having timely and 
accurate data at our fingertips enables our employees to:
• Make Informed Decisions: Access to real-time data allows our team to make better-informed decisions, 
reducing the risk of errors and improving overall efficiency.
• Enhance Customer Service: Quick access to customer data helps us promptly respond to inquiries and resolve 
issues, leading to higher customer satisfaction.
• Optimize Operations: Real-time data analytics enable us to identify and address inefficiencies and manage 
resources more effectively.
• Adapt to Changes: In a dynamic industry, quickly accessing and analyzing data allows us to adapt to changes 
and disruptions more swiftly.

DRT’s Initiatives for Better Data Access
To ensure our employees have the data they need when they need it, we have implemented several key initiatives:
• Upgraded Data Management Systems: We have invested in data management systems that integrate data from 
various sources. This data hub ensures that all relevant information is easily accessible in one place.
• Real-Time Data Analytics: Our analytics platform provides real-time insights into our operations. In the 
future, employees can access dashboards and reports that comprehensively view key performance indicators.
• Automated Reporting: We have automated reporting tools to reduce the time spent on manual data entry and 
reporting. These tools will generate accurate and timely reports, giving our employees the information they need 
to make quick, data-driven decisions.
• Enhanced Security Measures: Data security is a top priority at DRT. We have implemented security protocols 
to protect sensitive information and ensure that data access is granted only to authorized personnel. This 
safeguards our data and builds trust with our customers and partners.

Benefits for Our Employees and Customers
These initiatives are already yielding significant benefits for our employees and customers:
• Better Decision-Making: Real-time insights empower our team to make well-informed decisions, leading to 
better outcomes and enhanced service quality.
• Enhanced Customer Satisfaction: Faster response times and more accurate information improve our ability to 
meet customer needs and exceed their expectations.

Looking Ahead
At DRT, we are committed to continuous improvement. We will explore new ways to enhance data access and 
analytics capabilities as technology evolves. We aim to create a data-driven culture where employees have the 
tools and information to excel in their roles and contribute to our company’s success.
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Seneca Carter
August 4
Chicago Driver

Jeff Dicken
August 9
OTR Driver

Robert Gaillard
August 6
DRT Cold Chain Driver

EMPLOYEE
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Gustavo Gonzalez
August 2
NJ Driver

Jacob Nelson
August 13
PA Driver

NEW HIRE
ANNOUNCEMENT

JOHN GOULD
MAINTENANCE MANAGER 
PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE
• From: Middletown, PA
• Interesting Fact: Rescued a puppy named Elvis
• Previous Job: Maintenance Supervisor
• Favorite Hobby: Riding my Harley’s

SCOTT HEISEY
DIRECTOR OF SAFETY 
PENNSYLVANIA OFFICE
• From: Camp Hill, PA
• Interesting Fact: I enjoy doing construction work on the side.
• Previous Job: Director - Safety at CRST
• Favorite Hobby: Restoring old race cars

Jacob Nelson
2 Years
PA Driver 

Ken Clute
3 Years
PA Driver

Jason Dillow
2 Years
DRT Cold Chain Driver

Ken Mase
2 Years
DRT Cold Chain Driver 

Anaclet Ngabonziza
1 Year
MN Driver
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DISCUSSING
READ END CRASHES

Rear-End Crashes: According to the NHTSA, nearly 30% of roadway collisions in the U.S. are rear-end crashes, 
making them the most frequent type of collision.

Stopping Distance: The FMCSA states that the average stopping distance for a loaded tractor-trailer traveling at 
55 mph is 196 feet.

Maintaining a Safe Distance:
• Allows time to react to traffic.
• Helps avoid sudden or hard braking.
• Reduces wear and tear on tires and braking components.
• Ideal Following Distance: At highway speeds, an ideal following distance is 8 or more seconds.

Smith System:
• Aim High in Steering: Keep a broad view of the road ahead.
• Get the Big Picture: Stay aware of the entire driving environment.

Adverse Conditions: In conditions like snow, ice, rain, and high winds, it’s recommended to double your follow-
ing distance.

Driving Tips:
• Be a “pebble in the river”: Choose a lane and stay in it, allowing traffic to flow around you.
• Use road markings to gauge distance: A white dashed line on the road typically measures 10 feet with 30-foot 
gaps, which can help in estimating safe following distances.

These points emphasize the importance of maintaining a safe following distance to prevent accidents and ensure 
smooth traffic flow, particularly under varying road and weather conditions.
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UNDERSTANDING THE
16-HOUR EXEMPTION
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TRUCKING
SAFETY CALENDAR
We’ve compiled a comprehensive safety calendar featuring daily topics promoting a safety culture across our 
organization. Each calendar date highlights a specific safety topic, followed by corresponding talking points to 
facilitate discussions and reinforce the safety message for the day. 

The calendar includes a collection of recommended practices that can greatly benefit our organization. Our 
proactive approach to safety awareness is essential in controlling and reducing claims and associated expenses.

These safety topics include slip, trip, and fall prevention, powered material handling, manual material handling, 
cutting safety, fire extinguisher safety, sprinkler system testing, industrial rack/module safety, and many others. 
By prioritizing safety and adhering to these guidelines, we can create a safer and healthier work environment for 
everyone at DRT.
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DAILY REVIEW ITEMS
FOR SAFETY CALENDAR
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THE LATEST NEWS
IN THE INDUSTRY
Aurora, Waymo Seek Alternative to Roadside Warning Triangles
Drivers whose trucks are sidelined along a busy highway with service issues have for decades been required 
to place warning triangles behind the trailer to alert oncoming traffic, sometimes requiring them to walk 
precipitously in the often narrow space between the trailer and the highway as traffic whizzes by.

Now, a potentially easier and safer option is being proposed by two unlikely sources — autonomous technology 
developers Aurora and Waymo — and the idea has backing from the trucking industry.

The companies in a petition filed in January 2023 with the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration asked 
how those triangles would get placed roadside if an autonomous truck were ever sidelined along a highway. 
Their proposed solution: front- and rear-facing amber lights that would signal the vehicle is parked and out of 
commission.

“Waymo and Aurora seek an exemption from the regulations that require specific placement of warning devices 
around a stopped [commercial motor vehicle],” the companies said in the petition. “Waymo and Aurora believe 
it is possible to achieve the safety purpose of the warning device in an alternative way by using forward- and 
rearward-facing amber flashing lights mounted on the cab at a height above the upper edge of the side-view 
mirrors.” While Waymo is no longer actively developing self-driving trucks for North America, Aurora and 
others are still actively pursuing the market.

The two companies in the petition said they have tested variants of such devices and maintain that the cab-
mounted warning devices are “equally or more effective in enabling road users to recognize and react to the 
potential hazard presented by the stopped CMV.”

“FMCSA should grant this exemption, collect the data needed to evaluate the five-year exemption and 
consider potential renewals, and use the data to determine a long-term regulatory approach to warning 
triangle alternatives that is as safe or safer than the current regulations,” ATA said in a letter to Larry Minor, 
the agency’s associate administrator for policy. Specifically, ATA said the agency should permit driverless truck 
manufacturers to use an “alternative lighting solution” in lieu of the triangles.

CONTINUE READING AT: https://www.ttnews.com/articles/aurora-waymo-hazard-triangles

“ATA SUPPORTS MOVE 
TO LIGHTING SYSTEM 

FOR TRUCKERS PARKED 
PRECARIOUSLY 

ALONGSIDE HIGHWAYS”


