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2024 SUPPLY CHAIN
INDUSTRY OUTLOOK
This month, we delve into the industry’s key trends, drawing 
insights from S&P Global Market Intelligence’s comprehensive 
report, “The Big Picture: 2024 Supply Chain Industry Outlook.”

1. Supply Chain Resilience Amid Geopolitical Tensions
The logistics industry continues to face significant challenges 
due to ongoing geopolitical tensions. The report highlights how 
global supply chains adapt by diversifying suppliers and exploring 
alternative routes to mitigate risks associated with political 
instability. Companies are increasingly looking beyond traditional 
sourcing countries to enhance supply chain resilience. While 
initially expensive, this strategic shift is crucial for ensuring long-term stability.

Key Insights:
• Diversification of suppliers to mitigate geopolitical risks.
• Exploration of new logistics routes to avoid politically unstable regions.
• Investment in regional supply chains to reduce dependency on global networks.

2. Labor Shortages and the Push for Automation
In the face of severe labor shortages worsened by the pandemic and an aging workforce, the logistics sector 
is demonstrating remarkable resilience. S&P Global’s report indicates a significant push towards innovative 
solutions such as automation. Companies are investing in automated warehousing and exploring the potential of 
autonomous vehicles for freight transport. Notably, European firms are leading the way with trials of driverless 
trucks, a testament to the industry’s ability to adapt and find solutions in challenging times.

Key Insights:
• Increased investment in automated warehousing solutions.
• Trials and implementation of autonomous vehicles in logistics.
• Technological advancements reduce reliance on manual labor.

3. Sustainability Initiatives in Logistics
Sustainability is no longer optional in logistics—it’s a critical imperative. The report highlights a heartening trend 
of major logistics players, including UPS and DHL, leading the charge in adopting eco-friendly practices. They 
are committing to ambitious carbon neutrality goals and investing heavily in green technologies, a clear sign of 
their dedication to a sustainable future.

Key Insights:
• Adoption of electric vehicles for delivery fleets.
• Optimized routing to reduce environmental impact.
• Major logistics companies commit to carbon neutrality.

These trends underscore the industry’s resilience and adaptability in the face of ongoing challenges. By 
embracing diversification, automation, and sustainability, the logistics and supply chain sector is poised to thrive 
in 2024 and beyond. For a deeper dive into these trends and more, we encourage you to explore the full report by 
S&P Global Market Intelligence.
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Ken Clute
June 5
PA Driver

Scott Kimmel
June 26
Dispatcher

Lance Jeszenka
June 14
Dispatcher

Alan Barda
6 Years
Chicago Driver 

Alberto Correcher
6 Years
NJ Driver

Patrick Fortenberry
6 Years
PA Driver
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6 Years
NJ Driver 

Joewy Cruz Rivera 
2 Years
MA Driver

Ameal Selders 
6 Years
PA Driver

Ray LaRoche
June 5
MA Driver

Gary Smith
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PA Driver

Kevin Williams
June 13
Chicago Driver
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DISCUSSING SAFETY
AROUND THE VEHICLE



- JUNE 2024

TRUCKING
SAFETY CALENDAR
We’ve compiled a comprehensive safety calendar featuring daily topics promoting a safety culture across our 
organization. Each calendar date highlights a specific safety topic, followed by corresponding talking points to 
facilitate discussions and reinforce the safety message for the day. 

The calendar includes a collection of recommended practices that can greatly benefit our organization. Our 
proactive approach to safety awareness is essential in controlling and reducing claims and associated expenses.

These safety topics include slip, trip, and fall prevention, powered material handling, manual material handling, 
cutting safety, fire extinguisher safety, sprinkler system testing, industrial rack/module safety, and many others. 
By prioritizing safety and adhering to these guidelines, we can create a safer and healthier work environment for 
everyone at DRT.
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THE LATEST NEWS
IN THE INDUSTRY
A New Wave of AI Is Coming to Trucking
Numerous technology vendors serving the freight transportation industry are investing in AI to drive their 
future product development and ultimately unlock higher levels of safety and productivity for motor carriers and 
third-party logistics providers.

While the industry today is still in the earliest stages of implementing the latest advances in AI, the potential use 
cases are diverse and virtually endless, encompassing driver safety, worker efficiency, vehicle maintenance and 
business intelligence to name a few.

Tom McLeod, CEO of McLeod Software, said recent advances in technology have paved the way for AI to 
flourish in freight transportation.

“Really in the last few years, we’ve had the compute power and the enormous storage requirements for these 
technologies to work,” he said. “They’ve reached a price point making them accessible and potentially available 
for widespread use.”

Given those developments, the latest wave of AI appears to be at the tipping point where broad adoption can 
begin and ultimately become mainstream, McLeod said at the McLeod Software AI Conference, which the 
transportation management software provider hosted Feb. 28 at its headquarters in Birmingham, Ala.

McLeod Software, for its part, has been using machine learning in its rate predictor, a function within its MPact 
Pro market analysis product designed to forecast freight rates up to two weeks in advance.

The company also has other AI projects in the works, including efforts to make unstructured data more 
useful and adding generative AI tools to streamline processes, and is working alongside other tech vendors to 
implement new capabilities through software integrations.

“What we’re doing is helping to automate the routine things, the things you’re having to do manually right now, 
to make your company more productive,” McLeod said.

CONTINUE READING AT: https://www.ttnews.com/articles/new-wave-ai-coming-trucking

“Advances in Artificial 
Intelligence Can 

Automate Manual 
Processes and Unlock 

Greater Efficiency”


